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Webtoons have swiftly become everyone's favorite pop culture medium, thanks

to the freewheeling imagination of its creators, its prompt updates, and real time

feedback, and has emerged as the source material of movies, dramas, and musicals.

The history of modern comics goes back some 120 years when they first
appeared as fillers for the Sunday papers. Then comics became regular fixtures
in magazines, followed by stand-alone comic books, often numbering dozens
of volumes in a series, growing to occupy a major place in 20th century
narrative art. Comics have changed enormously both in form and in content
according to the medium where they are published. The next comics revolution
is happening right now. The future is comics on the web.

The past decade has seen the entire world participating in this change. Few
countries have made such a successful transition online as Korea, however.
In the late 20th century, both Korean pop culture and technology were
undergoing radical change. Comic books and animated films, long dismissed
as not being serious art forms, were lauded as the future of the cultural content
industry, while the Internet revolution swept up newspapers, books, TV, and
records in one go.

Webtoons, or comics that one reads on the web, were born at this turning
point. Webtoons quickly became the mainstream of Korean comics and a
fixture in the daily lives of Koreans. It is no exaggeration to say that in Korea,
reading webtoons on portable media devices while commuting on the bus or
subway, going between classes at school, or simply hanging out at a cafe, has
become the starting point of conversation for many people.

With print comics struggling to stay afloat amidst the tidal onslaught of
the Internet and computer games, webtoons have become the medium of choice
for most comic book artists. While some have a hard time adapting to this new
platform, numerous artists working exclusively with webtoons have emerged as
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